DISTANCE EDUCATION ACCREDITING COMMISSION

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT DISCLOSURE
FOR THE PUBLIC
DEAC accredited institutions offer a broad array of instructional programs and student support services to meet varied educational and
professional goals of a highly diverse student population. Institutions determine appropriate performance criteria to measure the success of their
students in achieving their goals in the context of the institution’s specific mission and scope. You will find below (1) a summary of how this
institution measures student achievement in the context of the institution’s mission and educational programs, and (2) student achievement
metrics which the institution believes best reflect student and program performance. For more information about DEAC standards and
requirements, please visit www.deac.org.
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Summary of Institution Mission and Student Achievement
Diamond Council of America’s mission is to provide quality, affordable distance education to enhance the ability of our members' associates
to sell fine jewelry with expertise, integrity, and professionalism, and to fuel the passion of those looking to learn about our industry.
DCA is a nonprofit corporation that serves the jewelry industry as an educational membership organization. Most of our members are jewelry
retailing companies, and we offer online distance education courses on diamonds, colored gemstones, and fine jewelry sales for members’
employees – mainly sales associates.
DCA was established in 1944, and has been accredited by the Distance Education Accrediting Commission since 1984. Over the years,
more than 100,000 students have taken our courses.
Enrollments in DCA courses are open only to employees of our corporate members.

Aggregated Institutional Data on Student Achievement
DCA offers four courses: The Diamond Course, The Colored Gemstone Course, Beginning Jewelry Sales, and Advanced Jewelry Sales.To
successfully complete a course, students must pass a series of written section tests and practical evaluations, plus a comprehensive final
examination. All required coursework must be finished within one year from the date of enrollment.
As primary indicators of student achievement, DCA uses the overall institutional graduation rate and the total number of graduates by course.
For 2019, DCA based these metrics on students enrolled between January 1 and December 31, 2017. This is the most recent year in which
all students enrolling have had the full period allowed for course completion. Students who enrolled but never completed any work within the
one-year time limit were excluded from the cohort.
Size of 2017 cohort: 3238
Students in the cohort who successfully completed the course in which they enrolled: 2846
Institutional Graduation Rate: 88%
Students in the cohort who graduated from each course:
The Diamond Course: 2343
The Colored Gemstone Course: 337
Beginning Jewelry Sales: 139
Advanced Jewelry Sales: 27

